
Worship Times
Saturdays:
5:15 p.m.
Sundays

8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Coffee Fellowship
9:15 a.m.

Education Hour
Sundays at 9:15 a.m.
Something for everyone!

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
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1 to 5 p.m.
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Thoughts from a recent grad
“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:1-3) This chapter of Psalms has had special meaning 
in my life ever since I read it at my Grandpa’s funeral when I was eight years old. Ever 
since then these words have stuck with me, meant a great deal to me and have truly 
been the words that I have lived by. My faith has sure changed since those days.

I grew up attending church and Sunday School every Sunday, and the Lord always had 
a place in my heart. I accepted him into my heart in early grade school, but I definitely 
never had near the relationship I have with him today. Every summer I attended vaca-
tion bible school, and my family went to Okoboji Bible Camp for fours years with 
family friends. I always knew that Jesus loved me and that I loved him, but it just never 
really clicked with me what it really was supposed to feel like.

Several summers ago, I went to Okoboji with some of the other youth from St. John’s 
along with Ben and Maria. That’s when it finally seemed to click. During worship one 
night I just had this feeling wash over me. I just really knew without a doubt that Jesus 
Christ died for me and that I loved him with all my heart and wanted to continue to 

continued, see Thoughts, page 8

To know and proclaim Jesus Christ and as disciples reach out in love.

These Many Tables
The following is an excerpt from an article 
written by Julie K. Aageson, for the April 
issue of Lutheran Woman in which “Hos-
pitality” is the theme. 

 As we look at the days leading up to 
Easter, as well as those times that we meet 
and greet new members and guests at St. 
John, this piece feels so right in reminding 
us about the biblical meaning of hospital-
ity and “the table.”

“Welcome one another, just as Christ has 
welcomed you.” Romans 15:7

Food and feasting are major biblical 
themes and the table is about holy hospi-
tality. It’s a welcoming place, a threshold 
inviting us to be part of something larger 
than ourselves. In the tents of our Old 
Testament ancestors, guests at the table 
were safe from the attack of enemies “You 
prepare a table before me in the presence 

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Service with Communion 

Noon & 7 p.m.

Good Friday, April 2
Community Service at 

Reedsburg Presbyterian Church 
Noon

St. John Evening Service 
7 p.m.

Saturday, April 3
Easter Vigil 

7 p.m. (in place of the 5:15 service)

Easter Sunday, April 4
Sunrise Service with Communion 

6:30 a.m.
Service with Communion 

8 & 10:30 p.m.
continued, see Tables, page 9
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Congregation Council Notes — March 9, 2010

Rich Sorom opened the meeting with devotions.

Youth and Family Director, Ben Berg reported on activi-
ties happening with children and families. These included a 
family outing at Mt. Olympus Water park, two game nights 
for middle schoolers, (youth from the Methodist church were 
also in attendance. Kings Kids (grades K-2) and Son Seek-
ers (Grades 3-5) have been meeting regularly. Wednesday 
night Soup Suppers are going well. There have been 100 
to 125 in attendance each night. Proceeds are going to help 
with expenses for 12 youth to go for a week to the Boundary 
Waters. It will be a guided trip.
• Easter Breakfast is in the planning stages. 
• Watch the Evangel for faith stories written for publication 
by some of the youth. 
• Love Dare was successful, and included a sit down dinner 
and movie. Eight couples participated. 
• Ben plans to attend the National Youth Worker’s Conven-
tion in San Diego this fall.

Treasurer’s Report Blaine Hedberg presented the treasurer’s 
report. General Fund offerings were above the bench marks 
set forth, for January and February. 
• Connie Suemnicht will handle the church’s portfolio at the 
Harris Bank. 
• Average attendance for February was 306 compared to 299 
in February 2009.

Lead Conference will be held at St. Luke’s church in 
Middleton on March 13th. Pastor Marsha is a presenter at 
one of the workshops. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor David stated that there were many 
positive comments about the Ash Wednesday Service. A 
midday service starting with lunch at noon, and the 7 p.m. 
Holden Evening Prayer service will be held each Wednesday 
in Lent. The services are preceded by a soup, bread, and pie 
meal. 
• Pastor continues the study of 1st Peter and has a group of 
6-9 people attending at this forum between Sunday services. 
• Pastor Marsha holds an adult forum schedule as well, 
therefore giving our congregation at least two small group 
offerings each Sunday.
• A new logo is being proposed, moving away from the logo 
of the ship. This new logo will be used on business cards, 
letterhead, newsletters and signage. Lindsay Kaney is help-
ing with the design.
• Council retreat is coming up on April 10th. 
• Usher’s meeting March 24th at 6 p.m.
• Holy Week – please make an effort to attend as many ser-
vices as possible.
• A Sunday Night men’s Table Talk group is being planned, 
to begin shortly after Easter.
• New Members were approved. (They were listed in the 
March Evangel)

Diana McGlynn provided information for the council con-
cerning the organ. Our Noack Tracker organ is unique but 
not one of a kind. It was built in 1977, and the company con-
tinues to build this style of organ today. Our organ was one 
of the first organs built by Noack and the pipes have 80% 
lead content. This makes the pipes “softer” and more prone 
to becoming misshapen. The smaller pipes were damaged 
in the past when tuned by someone who did not know what 
they were doing. Once the damage is repaired and the larger 
pipers re-shaped the organ will again be ready for years of 
service. Diana is in the process of looking for a tuner quali-
fied to work on the organ. She assured us there are several 
tuners out there. If we wanted to replace our organ with 
another it would be hundreds of thousand of dollars to build 
one like it. It costs about 500 to 800 dollars to have it tuned. 
The cost for total repairs run about 42 thousand dollars.

The Worship Board is continuing to look at “how best to do 
worship at St. John. The council does not have to make a 
decision at this time. 

Two Pocket Envelope System. Several members of St. John 
have expressed a deep concern about actions taken at last 
year’s Church Wide Assembly in regards to the ordination of 
homosexuals in committed long term relationships. Dur-
ing this time as we at St. John continue to struggle with this 
issue, we respect the convictions of those who do not agree 
and cannot in good conscience see their offerings go to the 
ELCA. The leadership of St. John also feels that our offer-
ings need to continue to support the work of the broader 
church in the world. To that end the council recently took 
this action: Motion passed that congregation members who 
do not wish to direct 5% of their offerings to synod benevo-
lence would be able to notify the office to withhold their 
offerings from the number used to determine the 5% sent to 
the Synod. Their offerings would then be totaled and 5% of 
that number would be sent to support a benevolence project 
or program recommended by the Church in Society Board.  
If you wish to take this option, the church office requests 
that you indicate such on your worship attendance form or in 
writing. This is not a permanent change, but is for this fiscal 
year only.

Pastors’ job descriptions and evaluation process. Executive 
Committee will review the changes made by the Administra-
tion Board and come back to council with a recommendation. 

Ojar Freimanis Stipend: Blaine noted that the Church in 
Society minutes reflected that the monthly gift of $125.00 
would no longer be forwarded to Ojar Freimanis. Since Ojars 
has not been notified, it would not be appropriate to stop 
sending checks without some notice. Therefore, checks will 

continued, see Council page 3
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From Pastor David

As timing goes, you will most likely read this during Holy 
Week and its culmination in the celebration of Easter! It is 
my prayer that you will attend as many of the services as 
you can as we dwell deeply in the blessings and beautiful 
mysteries of this holy season. The question we face after we 
celebrate Christ’s resurrection and in the promises of baptism 
the reality of our own resurrections is “now what?” How do 
we live the day to day life of a resurrection people?

Questions are a big part of life, even the resurrected life of a 
baptized Christian. You can’t avoid them. It is, in part, what 
we as human beings do. I don’t think you can make it out 
of bed and to the front door without asking or answering a 
dozen of them: what time is it, where is my tooth brush, what 
color socks should I wear today. The list goes on and on. 
And that is just to get ready to face the rest of the world. The 
choices and questions that will inevitably erupt once we walk 
out our doors is nearly paralyzing!

You might have heard the old saying “there is no such thing 
as a dumb question.” While that point may be debatable, the 
fact is that we all must ask and answer many questions each 
day. There is, above all, one question that I dislike. (No, it is 
different than dislike. I think the old fashioned word would 
be abhor.) The one question I abhor is one you yourself have 
struggled with perhaps as much or more than I.

The dreaded question in question is this ... “What’s for sup-
per?” I have seen the countenance of my mother fall when 
these words were uttered. As an adult this question grows 
even more menacing ... I may ask my dear, lovely wife, 
“What’s for supper?” and hear the refrain ... “I don’t know. 
What do you think? Ack ... or even worse. When I cook and 
don’t have a clue “what’s for supper” and the kids ask me 
that question, I am driven to the “cupboard of despair” in 
search of inspiration which almost always never spends any 
time in there.

Periodically, Kristi and I will grow tired of this daily bar-
rage and we will draw up a menu. In some ways this gets 
all of the pain out of the way at once. But more than that, it 
is a smarter way to handle this chore. Think of it, no more 
nagging questions. Instead there is an answer. Better yet, it 
is good stewardship and it is healthier. Shopping for all the 
things we need for the menu in one trip saves gas — no more 
quick runs to the grocery store to pick up one or two ingredi-
ents needed for supper only to return home with a Snickers 
bar, a bag of chips, a pint of ice cream and other things that 
weren’t on the list, if we happened to remember what we 
went to the store for in the first place.

This approach to “what’s for supper” takes a little effort and 
a little planning but pays off big time in lower grocery bills 
and a slightly smaller waistline. In the church we too, need 

to plan ahead. Not so much for supper, but to help feed the 
members of St. John good, healthy, spiritual food. Planning 
has always been a part of God’s ... um .... well of God’s plan 
for us. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)

The Congregational Council will hold its annual planning 
retreat on April 10th. We plan as a congregation for many 
reasons. At its deepest level, it is a way we come together to 
discern, to get a clear picture of what it is that God is up to 
at St. John and where he is calling us to focus our efforts and 
resources as we seek to equip our ministers and ministries. 

The “now what” question of Easter is in part answered in 
the work of God’s people gathered together as the Body of 
Christ to do his will in this world. 

Why you might ask, am I writing about this? 

Good question! Scripture has a word for us here too! “With-
out counsel, plans go wrong, but with many advisers they 
succeed.” (Proverbs 15:22) As baptized Christians we are all 
ministers, in 1st Peter chapter 2 we are called a “chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation,” The leadership of St. John 
needs your prayerful guidance as we seek out ways to grow 
as disciples and reach out in love. 

The cupboard that is the membership of St. John has been 
uniquely gifted to come up with a fully satisfying menu as 
we are fed and nourished in the Lord’s Supper and in the 
Word. Please pray for the leadership of St. John and feel free 
to speak to any council, or board member or to any staff as 
together we come “To know and proclaim Jesus Christ and 
as disciples reach out in love.”

continue to be sent for three months, starting in March. Fol-
lowing that time the Church in Society Board may chose to 
redirect those funds to other areas, such as Haiti. 

• Following Easter Pastor David hopes to have an explor-
atory meeting to find out if there would be a group from St. 
John interested in a mission trip to Haiti.

• Meeting adjourned at 8:30, with the Lord’s Prayer.

— Blessing to you all,
Migs Percy – Council President

 

Council, continued from page 2
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From Pastor Marsha
It’s Holy Week as you receive this issue of the Evangel. The 
journey of Lent nears its end. We have given ourselves over 
to considering our own need for a Savior. This week we en-
counter the story about Jesus when, the night before he was 
betrayed, he asked us to remember him in bread and wine, 
where these many years later we still find him among us. 

Friday we gather to weep with those who loved him when he 
walked this earth. Their fear, their horror, their grief we share 
with them as we encounter Jesus on the cross. His blood is 
shed for all of us. 

Saturday, a day of vigil. Then Easter Sunday. Resurrection 
Day! Jesus, released from the tomb, releases each of us from 
the prison of the grave too.

Then what? What comes next? I’ll tell you. It’s hope. HOPE! 
A sure hope that as we move forward into Monday and the 
rest of 2010, we find each week begins with Sunday. All 
those little Easters that Sundays bring to us as we continue to 
celebrate life—new life in Christ. 

We had a tragedy in March. We experienced the death of one 
of our little children. An infant, not quite three months old, 
went to live with Jesus. This last Sunday in March we would 
have met him at the waters of baptism, here at St. John, in 
our sanctuary. As Christians we know that this tiny child of 
God was baptized in a different way; in a way that we can’t 
completely understand. And still, there is no doubt that God 
has welcomed him home. We grieve mightily with his family. 

Hope. That is where we are today, and for the rest of our 
lives. This hope is not the maybe kind of hope. It is the as-
surance of things to come. It is the joy of knowing Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior. May you find hope in every moment from 
this day forward.

Here is a Bible verse to carry with you this month: What is 
faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is 
going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet 
see. Hebrews 11:1

— Joy and peace,
Pastor Marsha

Give God the Credit
What a wonderful time of year. The birds have returned and 
are singing in the early morning hours. Flowers and tender 
grass shoots are sprouting through the dark earth. The smell 
of spring captures my attention as I walk out the door. All 
around are signs of God’s presence through his creation, 
signs of hope in dark times. This month I want to share with 
you a little insight on our need to give credit where credit is 
due.

A couple of weeks ago two of our grandchildren were stay-
ing with us, Braeden, age 3 and Rylan, age 2. One night 
we were driving home and there was just a sliver of moon 
in the sky. The light from that sliver illuminated the entire 
circumference of the moon. My eyes were drawn to look 
beyond the sliver, to all there was beyond the sliver. I quietly 
thanked God for his presence in our lives. I pointed it out to 
the boys. They were delighted to see the moon and Braeden 
announced, “Gama, God put the moon in the sky.” I agreed 
with him and then his little brother, Rylan, chimed in, “Hey, 
Papa, I put the moon in the sky.” Keith and I chuckled. It is 
just so fun when kids start to talk and Rylan likes to parrot 
his brother.

When we got home we purposefully walked outside to see 
the moon one more time. Rylan pointed at the moon and said, 
“Look, Papa, I put the moon in the sky”. Braeden wanting 
to counsel his little brother walked over to him, put his hand 
on his shoulder and looked him in the eyes and said, “No 
Rylan, God put the moon in the sky!” As he walked toward 
the house, Rylan followed his brother with his head down 
slightly and softly said, “I put the moon in the sky.” It was all 
we could do to keep a straight face. This interaction was so 
precious.

Maybe sometimes we forget who put the moon in the sky. I 
think sometimes we take for granted the coming of spring. 
We hurry it along. We question why it is taking so long to 
come. We criticize the length of winter as if we are trying to 
manage it, as if we can orchestrate it. Then when spring does 
arrive we say things like, “it is about time,” “I can’t believe 
it took so long,” as if we have control over God’s creation. 
I wonder if we take the time to give credit where credit is 
due? Do we stand in awe of the creator for the things we as 
humans cannot do? 

Beyond this question, do we look at the night sky as though 
it is just part of our life or do we look beyond the sliver of 
light, the glimmer of hope, toward the open arms of God? 
Deep within us is a seed of hope, a springtime of our life 
waiting to burst forth. God is working to bring that hope to 
fullness of life and like the sliver of moon that cast a light 
bright enough to illuminate the circumference of the moon 

Did You Know? 
St. John has had two Sunday services for nearly fifty 
years. The minutes of the Congregation Council 
from March 1961, approved adding a 10:30 service. 
This resolution was passed at the April quarterly 
meeting with a vote of 44 to 23.

continued, see Give God, page 9
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Worship Assistants

10:30
Lector:	 Alice VandeWater
Greeters:	Charles, Naomi & Isaac
	 Mwakisunga
Acolytes: Lexi Hayes
	 Please Volunteer
Ushers	 Brad Bauer (H)
	 Gary Zobel
	 Mick Ayers
	 Jean Ayers
Communion Assistants: 
	 Ryan Hayes, Kathy Finn

April 11
Lector:	 Bunny Frank
Greeters:	Jim & Susan Peterson
Acolytes:	 Hannah Belk,
	 Kyran Horkan
Ushers	 Keith Holcomb (H)
	 Andrea Holcomb
	 Warren Frank
	 Ryan Hayes
Communion Assistants: Patty Sauey
	 Please Volunteer

April 18
Lector:	 Bob Willis
Greeters:	Michelle & Haley Templin
Acolytes:	 Kaylie Polk
	 Sam Peterson
Ushers	 Bill/ Julie
	 Ratajczyk (H)
	 and
	 family
April 25
Lector:	 Julie Adelman
Greeters:	Andy & Kristen Gesteland
Acolytes:	 Cassie Stone
	 Marcus Stanley
Ushers	 Bill Klang (H)
	 Ev Skinner
	 Tami VanBeek

Communion Assistants: Norma Peters
	 Please Volunteer

8:00 
Lector:	 Cheri Newlun
Greeters:	Delores Ellingson 
	 Lorna Spohnholtz
Acolytes:	 Ian Senzig
	 Callie Senzig
Ushers	 Louie Voltz (H)
	 Beverly Leake
	 Bob Kessler
	 Patti Kessler
Communion Assistants: 
	 Deb Adams, Pat Lewis

April 11
Lector:	 Kathy Sorom
Greeters:	Ken & Shirley West
Acolytes:	 Jacob Wilbrandt
	 Laura McGlynn
Ushers	 Dave Julius (H)
	 Kathy Finn
	 JR Colvin
	 Shawn Foss
Communion Assistants:
	 Jerry Zuhlke, Please Volunteer

April 18
Lector:	 Jeannine Mueller
Greeters:	Steve & Sherry Atkinson
Acolytes:	 Loren Tock
	 Beth Anderson
Ushers	 Tom Seamonson (H)
	 Anna Seamonson
	 Fred Farber
	 Ron Snyder
April 25
Lector:	 Shirley West
Greeters:	Tom & Delores Geimer
Acolytes:	 Ashley Lewin,
	 Danni Imhoff
Ushers	 Jerry Zuhlke (H)
	 Mary Zuhlke
	 Bill Nelson
	 Amy Nelson
Communion Assistants: Pat Lewis
Please Volunteer

Communion Bread: LaVera Craker

Communion Bread: Cindy Sandberg

Communion Bread: Carol Schulz

April & May Sponsorships
Altar Flowers - $30 April 18, 25 and all of 
May are available
Bulletins - $25; April 4, 18, 25, and all of 
May are available.
TV Cable Broadcast - $40; All of April 
and May 2, 9, 16, 30 are available. 
Radio Broadcast - $95, 60, or $30 April 4, 
18, 25 and May 9, 16, 23, 30 are available. 

Parochial Report 
Baptisms
— Emily Dawn Hansen, daughter of John 
Hansen and Dawn Palmer, March 28, 2010
Funerals
We extend our deepest sympathies to the 
families and friends of
— Linda Bronson, who died March 9, 2010
— Dylan James Stolte, who died March 
14, 2010
— Karen Sullivan, who died March 20, 
2010 
Gifts & Memorials
— In memory of Evalyn Zimmerman by 
family & friends

Holy WHoly Week
Worship Assistants

Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7 p.m.	
Lector:	 Shirley West
Readers:	 Beverly Hoege 
	 Shirley Buss
	 Rachel Burkel
 Ushers:	 Derek Horkan, Louie Voltz, 
	 Kathy Finn, Mike Johnson
Greeter: 	 Alice Adams
Communion  Assistants: 
	 Lisa Hoff, Shirley West
Acolytes:	 Adam Colvin 
	 Nicole Schroeder
Good Friday, April 2, 7 p.m.
Lector:	 Jeannine Mueller
Readers:	 Cheri Newlun, Sue Johnson, 
	 Shirley Buss, Shirley West, 
	 Rachel Burkel
Ushers:	 Louie Voltz, Sue Johnson, 
	 Kathy Finn
Greeters: 	 Dennis Hintz, 
	 Arlo Ketchpaw
Acolytes: 	 Callie Senzig, Angie Utley
Easter Vigil, Saturday, Apr. 3, 7 p.m. 	
Lectors:	 Rachel Burkel,
	 Jenny Hynek
Ushers:	 Kathy Finn
	 Please Volunteer

Easter Sunday
April 4

6:30 	 Lector:	 Arlo Ketchpaw
	 Ushers:	 Art Behnke, Marilee Olson
	 Greeters: 	 JR & Wendy Colvin and family
	 Communion Assistant: Jim Wheeler
	 Acolytes:	 Danni Imhoff, Marcus Stanley
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Sunday, April 4 — Easter
	 6:30 a.m.	 -	 Sunrise Service w/Holy Communion
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Easter Breakfast
	 8:00 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Coffee Fellowship
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 NO Sunday School
	 10:30 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
Monday, April 5 — Office Closed
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows Staff - Youth Room
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows
Tuesday, April 6
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 2:00 p.m.	 -	 Hannah Circle
	 5:30 p.m.	 -	 Congregational Life Board - Memorial 
Hall
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Education Board - Library
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
Wednesday, April 7
	 11:00 a.m.	 -	 Staff Meeting - Library
	 3:30 p.m.	 -	 King’s Kids
	 4:30 p.m.	 -	 Junior Choir - Choir Room
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 LIFE
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Bell Choir - Sanctuary
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 HSYG
	 7:30 p.m.	 -	 Senior Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, April 8
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 11:30 a.m.	 -	 Ministerial
	 1:30 p.m.	 -	 Sunshine Circle
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 United Fund - Library
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Administration Board - Memorial Hall
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Proclaim! Meeting - Sanctuary
Friday, April 9
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Wedding Rehearsal/Dinner
Saturday, April 10
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 Council Retreat
	 2:30 p.m.	 -	 Dunse, Mieden Wedding
	 5:15 p.m.	 -	 Worship
Sunday, April 11
	 8:00 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Coffee Fellowship
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Education Hour
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Ministry Appreciation
	 10:30 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
Monday, April 12
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows Staff
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Garden Club - Cheryl Schwarzenbart’s
Tuesday, April 13
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 3:00 p.m.	 -	 Church Directory Photo Shoot
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room

	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Council
Wednesday, April 14
	 11:00 a.m.	 -	 Staff Meeting
	 3:00 p.m.	 -	 Church Directory Photo Shoot
	 3:30 p.m.	 -	 Son Seekers
	 4:30 p.m.	 -	 Junior Choir - Choir Room
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Parish Support - Library
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 LIFE
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Bell Choir - Sanctuary
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 HSYG
	 7:30 p.m.	 -	 Senior Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, April 15
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 1:00 p.m.	 -	 Sarah Circle
	 3:00 p.m.	 -	 Church Directory Photo Shoot
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 ChristCare - Fireside
Friday, April 16
	 3:00 p.m.	 -	 Church Directory Photo Shoot
Saturday, April 17
	 10:00 a.m.	 -	 Church Directory Photo Shoot
	 5:15 p.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
Sunday, April 18
	 8:00 a.m.	 -	 Worship
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Coffee Fellowship
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Education Hour/Adult Forum
	 10:30 a.m.	 -	 Worship
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 MSYG
Monday, April 19
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows Staff - Youth Room		
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Open Table Core Group - Library
Tuesday, April 20
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 Quilting - Fellowship Hall
	 10:30 a.m.	 -	 Park Street Study
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Worship Board - Library
Wednesday, April 21
	 9:30 a.m.	 -	 Dorcas Circle
	 11:00 a.m.	 -	 Staff Meeting
	 3:30 p.m.	 -	 King’s Kids
	 4:30 p.m.	 -	 Junior Choir - Choir Room
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 LIFE
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Bell Choir - Sanctuary
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 HSYG
	 7:30 p.m.	 -	 Senior Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, April 22
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 First Communion Instruction
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
Friday, April 23
Saturday, April 24
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	 5:15 p.m.	 -	 Worship
Sunday, April 25
	 8:00 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Coffee Fellowship
	 9:15 a.m.	 -	 Education Hour/Adult Forum
	 10:30 a.m.	 -	 Worship w/Holy Communion & Sunday 
School Awards
	 4:00 p.m.	 -	 Open Table - Fellowship Hall
Monday, April 26
	 5:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows Staff
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Rainbows
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 Church in Society Board - Library
Tuesday, April 27
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
Wednesday, April 28
	 11:00 a.m.	 -	 Staff Meeting
	 3:30 p.m.	 -	 Son Seekers
	 4:30 p.m.	 -	 Junior Choir - Choir Room
	 6:00 p.m.	 -	 LIFE
	 6:30 p.m.	 -	 Bell Choir - Sanctuary
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 HSYG
	 7:30 p.m.	 -	 Senior Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, April 29
	 9:00 a.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
	 12:00 p.m.	 -	 Lenten Service
	 7:00 p.m.	 -	 AA - Koinonia Room
Friday, April 30
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Christian Education News
This logo represents Christians of mature faith holding the cross, inspiring the growth of others, 
while creating a shell of love and guidance.

   Sunday Morning 
  Adult Classes (9:15)

Bible Study
April 4 – Easter Sunday. 
There’s no Bible study 
today. Enjoy the Easter 
breakfast!
April 11 – No study today, 
you’re invited to the Minis-
try Celebration in Fellow-
ship Hall; 
April 18 – There’s Some-
thing about Mary – Biblical 
perspectives on the Mary 
the Mother of Jesus.
April 25 – Called to be a 
Disciple: – Session One 
“What is a Disciple?”
This class meets in the 
bride’s room (upper level, 
off the narthex). 

Adult Forums 
Here’s what’s coming up:
April 4 – Easter! No forum; 
breakfast will be awesome 
in Fellowship Hall
April 11 – Ministry Cel-
ebration in Fellowship Hall; 
no forum
April 18 – Review of 
ELCA Churchwide Coun-
cil’s actions on sexuality 
issues
April 25 – Pastor Marsha 
is on vacation; check out 
Pastor David’s study in the 
Bride’s Room

• This class meets in the 
rehearsal room (lower level 
by the kitchen).

Sunday School Scoop

  The Green Way — Bottled Water
• Before discarding empty latex paint cans, leave the top off and allow the 
remaining paint to dry completely. Latex paint is not hazardous once it is 
solidified.

• If you have leftover paint, save it for a future use or possibly arrange to 
donate it. Properly sealed and stored, paint will last for years. Just clean the lip of the can 
thoroughly, secure the lid tightly, and store the paint can upside down to create a tight seal 
around the lip and keep the paint fresh until you need it again. If you cannot clean the lip 
and lid thoroughly, transfer paint to glass jars. Finally, save your paint in a cool place, but 
where it won’t freeze.
• Use water-based paints instead of oil-based paints. Water-based paint is less hazardous, 
dries faster, saves time and eliminates the need for chemical solvents for cleanup.
• If you must use a paint sprayer, use a high volume/low pressure (HVLP) spray gun. It 
reduces overspray and improves transfer efficiency.

Luther’s Small Catechism will be the focus this month. Each class spends time in a dif-
ferent component of the catechism such as The Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. 
Remember to ask your children all about it. Bet you’ll learn something you didn’t know!
Thanks to everyone who made the Easter Story fun and memorable last month, especially 
the teachers and the station leaders: Arlo Ketchpaw, Brad Bauer, Tanner Hahn, Kit Weix, 
Lori Penkwitz and Cindy Voltz. 

LIFE begins again! The first class is April 7th. They will be studying The Apostles’ 
Creed and preparing for their final quiz. It has been a great year!

Library
Check out both of our libraries this month. New books and DVD’s will be arriving. 
The Adult Library is upstairs and the Children’s Library is downstairs in the educa-
tion wing.

We could use some help in the adult library. If you would like to be involved talk 
with Tina Bauer. 

A special thanks to those who gave to the Gifts and Memorials fund in memory of a 
loved one.

First Communion Instruction
All Fifth graders are invited to attend classes in preparation for their First Commu-
nion on Ascension Day, May 13. The classes meet from 6:00-7:00 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Parent(s) are asked to attend the first two classes with their child on April 22 
and May 6. The students will attend the third class on May 12 at 3:30. You will be 
receiving more information in the mail shortly. 
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Calendar 
of Events

Page 8

Thoughts continued from page 1

strengthen my relationship with him. After returning home 
that summer after camp, I was on fire for the Lord. I de-
cided that I was going to start reading the Bible from cover 
to cover. That lasted for a couple weeks max and then soon 
fizzled out. 

During my high school years, I went to youth group every 
possible Wednesday night. Ben always had fun activities and 
a great message. I just loved hanging out with other Chris-
tians and great friends. Every summer it was the same story 
as before, we’d go on a mission trip and I’d return, my heart 
on fire for the Lord, and it would soon fizzle out. 

Last summer something really seemed to change. We went 
to South Dakota for a mission trip through Youth Works. 
Unfortunately, one of our close friends wasn’t able to go due 
to an unexpected event that came up a couple days before 
we left. This really devastated us all because all week there 
was the feeling that someone was missing from the close 
family we had become. One of the last nights there we at-
tended a church service. At the end of the service, the Pastor 
invited people to come up to pray together. Our entire group 
went up and prayed for the missing member of our “family.”  
Standing in that close knit circle with our arms around each 
other for support, looking at everyone’s tear streaked faces, 
it hit me how much I would miss these amazing people that 
had brought me closer to the Lord. I realized that in college I 
would need to find friends to help me be able to continue my 
walk of faith like these amazing friends did, just by being 
there for support and encouragement.

Since coming to college, I have seen a big leap in my faith. 
I’m involved in a couple church groups that involve Bible 
study, worship, and fellowship. I also am being discipled, 
meeting weekly to talk about our faith and life. We share 
with each other to learn more not only about each other, but 
also within ourselves as Christians. 

I can’t wait to see what God has in store for me in the future. 
I’m looking forward to deepening my faith, and just continu-
ing to see lives around me being touched by him. 

Concluding with Psalms (23:6) “Surely goodness and love 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever”. 

— Cassie Hacker

King’s Kids — April 7 & 21
Son Seekers — April 14 & 28

MSYG
Game Night, April 18
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

YG 
Wednesday nights at 7:00 in 
Youth Room!

Easter Breakfast

When: Easter Sunday, April 4th 
Time: 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Where: Fellowship Hall
Cost: Free Will Offering
Menu: Scrambled Eggs, 

Pancakes, Sausage, Hash browns, 
Coffee, Milk, and Juice

Served by: Life Students

YOUTH GROUP &FAMILY MINISTRY
info
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Meetings &
Greetings
Dorcas Circle
• 9:30 a.m., Wed., April 21. Check the 
weekly announcements for location.
Hannah Circle
• 2 p.m., Tues., April 6  — Memorial Hall.
Sarah Circle
• 1 p.m., Thurs., April 15  — Memorial Hall
Sunshine Circle
• 1:30 p.m., Thurs. April 8;  — Church 
Library

Garden Club
• 7 p.m., Monday, April 12, at the home 
of Cheryl Schwarzenbart (S2950 Golf 
Course Rd.) Bring your planting and 
landscaping plans — real &/or hoped for. 
We’ll also be doing a “seed exchange.” 
Everyone interested in growing flowers 
and vegetables is invited.

St. John Quilters
• 9 a.m., Thurs., April  1. 
• 9 a.m., Tues., April 20 
St. John Quilters will be quilting on the 
third Tuesday morning of each month (9 
a.m. - 11:30 a.m.) as well as their usual 
first Thursday morning of the month. 
During these sessions some people use the 
sewing machine, some people do hand-
work, some people tie quilts, everyone 
has a good time. Feel free to stop by and 
help anytime!

Empty Nesters: 
Empty Nesters welcome back all of our 
snowbirds. We will not meet in April. 
Email CJ (gneumann@mwt.net) or Pastor 
Marsha (pastormarsha@stjohnreedsburg.
com with ideas for May.

Baraboo Conference Women’s Group:
• 9 a.m., Saturday, April 10
• Bonnet Prairie Church, Rio.
Guest speaker is Kathy Roberg who will 
share her efforts in Haiti — especially the 
co-op where women crochet & sell items 
from recycled plastic. The $7 cost in-
cludes coffee, snacks and noon luncheon. 
For details see the sheet on the narthex 
kiosk. Registration is due April 2.

  Scripture Readings for April Services 
April 1  — (Maundy Thursday) Exodus 12:1-4; 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 
12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-7, 31b-35
April 2  — (Good Friday) Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 
10:16-25; John 18:1 – 19:42
April 3  — (Easter Vigil) Romans 6:3-11, John 20:1-18
April 4 — (Easter Sunday) Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26; Luke 24:1-12
April 11 — Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31
April 18 — Acts 9:1-6; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19
April 25 — Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

Tables, continued from pg 1

of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” Hospitality 
means being welcomed and protected by a loving God.

God spreads a banquet at the many tables of our lives. God invites us to 
welcome one another, to be God’s hands, to be little Christs, to bear one 
another’s burdens. In our common longing for meaning and for leading lives 
that matter, the face of God is revealed to us in that holy meal each Sunday 
where no one is excluded and all are fed and welcomed. 

The tables of our lives come in all shapes and sizes and they convey so much 
more than good food, important conversations and places to gather. God is 
here! God meets us at these sacred tables – inviting us to be food and drink 
for one another, to welcome the stranger and feed the hungry, to be part of 
the Body of Christ. Holy hospitality is God’s gift, the welcoming table we’re 
all invited to share. Taste and see the goodness of God!

[Thanks to Migs Percy for sharing this article with us.]

he sends us glimmers of hope as well. Through gentle sprouts of new life, 
morning bird songs, and earthy fragrance we know that God is working, 
always working toward to create that which is good. There are moments in 
our life when God sends us glimmers of hope, promising to work all things 
for the good, too. A phone call that keeps us from overdoing, a stranger that 
comes along just in time to help us. These are not things that we as humans 
do. These are things God does to remind us of his constant presence.

At a young age these two little boys are aware or becoming aware of the 
fact that there are things we as humans cannot do. There are some things 
only God can do. We cannot put the moon in the sky and although I can 
plant flowers in the fall, I cannot bring them to life in the spring. Someone 
greater does that for me — and for you. May we always praise God for the 
newness of life and in all things Give God the Credit.

— May God Bless you,
Tammy Koenecke, 

Spiritual Care Coordinator, RAMC

Give God, continued from page 4
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Migs Percy, President	 524-5150
Administration
Rich Sorom, Vice-President	 524-2720
Education, Cemetery Board
Blaine Hedberg, Treasurer	 524-2896
Budget Task Force, Foundation
Patricia Lewis, Secretary	 522-4148
Congregational Life
Jill Burmester	 524-8472
Education
Jim Wheeler	 985-7067
Youth & Family

Patty Sauey	 524-6150
Worship
Don Ondersma	 415-5259
Youth & Family
Norma Peters	 524-8707
Church in Society
Bill Henke	 524-8606
Congregational Life
Deb Adams	 524-8004
Worship
Lorraine Traeder	 524-3821
Education

—— St. John Foundation Board ——
Eleanor Luehrson, President	 524-2634
Jane Zuehlke, Sec. Treas.	 524-4676
Diane Thieding, Vice-president	 727-2591
Tom White	 985-8076
Norma Peters	 524-8707
Terry Penkwitz	 524-8638
Bill Weis	 524-9875

— St. John Cemetery Board —
Jake Steinhorst 	 524-2874
Rich Hahn	 524-6609
Barb Demaske	 524-3379
Jerry Zuhlke	 524-6811
Rich Sorom	 524-2720——————— St. John Staff ——————

Ministers:	 Members of St. John
Lead Pastor	 Pastor David Glesne
Second Pastor	 Pastor Marsha Swenson
	  (Cell Phone 415-2277)
Visitation Pastor	 Jake Jacobson
Global Ministry Partner	 Ojars Friemanis
Youth & Family Director	 Ben Berg
Education Director	 Tina Bauer
Secretary	 Carol Julius

Assistant Secretary	 Leta Palmer
Financial Secretary	 Shirley Buss
Saturday Music Coord.	 Leta Palmer	
Custodian	 Tim Brown
Head Organist	 Diana McGlynn
Sr. Choir Director	 David Knoble
Jr. Choir Directors	 Diana McGlynn
	 Lori Penkwitz
Bell Choir Director	 Les Sandberg

Italics indicate the board or committee on which the council member serves as liaison.

—————— Congregation Council ——————

— Chairs of St. John Boards —
Administration	 LeRoy Petersen
Church in Society	 Andrea Holcomb
Congregational Life	 Julie Ratajczyk
Education	 Kristi Glesne
Worship	 Jolene Westerman
Youth	 Judy Hacker
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