EVANGEL=

To know and proclaim Jesus Christ and as disciples reach out in love.

/Summer Service Times
Sundays: 9 a.m.
Saturdays: 5:15 p.m.

Sunday Coffee Fellowship
10 a.m.

Sunday School
Adjourned for the summer

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:30 a.m. to noon
1to5p.m.

Friday
8:30 a.m. to noon
1to 3 p.m.

Important Future Dates
August 15 — Touched Twice
Clinic — Sign up to be a Com-
panion, you will be contacted.
September 10 — Life Line
Health Screening

Watch for details in weekly

worship bulletins
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Moms & Dads ... Grandmas & Grandpas ...
Retirees ... Employees ... Employers ...
Crafters ... Bakers ... Cooks ... Shoppers

Our 2009 Vacation Bible School

NEEDS
YOU!!

Go to page 5 to discover
what’s new this year and
how you can help.

}et’s Make This
the Best Year
Everllll

A just-for-women
retreat day.

Sunday, August 23

It's time to get your name in so we can order supplies and make specific plans for

your relaxing day away. Use this form to register. Return it to the church office.
> [t willinclude worship. > [t willinclude relaxing spa events.

> |t will be at Pastor Marsha’s property
in Madison, from9 a.m.to 4 p.m.

> It will include spiritual renewal.

Name:

Phone: E-mail:




Congregation Council Notes

The meeting began with Pastor David sharing an invitation
from the South Central Synod of Wisconsin to commit to
being part of the First Wave of the Book of Faith Initiative

in our synod. They are looking for 5 to 15 ministry sites who
would share experiences with others within the synod as they
explore more deeply the Book of Faith. Motion to accept this
invitation was approved.

Education Board Report-Tina Bauer: She spoke about Cassie
Hacker receiving the 2009 scholarship; 5th graders (17 in

all) receiving their yrst holy communion; mentioned that 9th
graders will be conyrmed on October 25. The last four weeks
of church school a program was developed without using the
present curriculum. Activities included one Service Sunday;
listening to stories read by Pastor Marsha on Palm Sunday
while making decorations for Easter Sunday breakfast; pre-
viewing a new curriculum from Augsburg; and concluding
the year with a Summer Celebration on May 17.

Treasurerds Report: Norma Peters presented the monthly
Treasurer’s Report, highlighting various aspects of the cur-
rent ynancial situation. She was praised for her outstanding
job of presenting the temple talk on June 6 and 7. While
assets increased for the month, the General Fund still repects
negative $72,209. Average weekend attendance for May was
332.

Pastor Marshads monthly report: Retreat day for LIFE girls
was held. A strong core group has formed for Open Table,
which is ecumenical, and will offer a monthly meal for folks
in the community. She has been working with 5th graders
preparing them for yrst communion.

New Members received. In May we received 45 new mem-
bers.

Date to Remember: August 5 T Concert in the park T Dave
Knobleds band plays. New Members from St. John are
encouraged to wear red, so that other members can meet and
greet them.

New Phone System: Pastor David reported on progress to-
ward a new phone system for the church. Much of the labor
for installation will be donated. Council members approved a
motion for up to $3,000.00 to install the new system.

Budget Task Force: Chair: Norma Peters, members Don
Ondersma, Jim Wheeler, Brad Bauer, Leroy Petersen, Pastor
David, Carol Julius, and Gary Neumann (if he accepts the
appointment.)

Parking Lot: Weather permitting, the parking lot should be
usable within 2 to 3 weeks.

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m. T a record!

I end this report with a paragraph taken from this month’s

Lutheran Woman from an article written by Joan Chittister, a

Benedictine nun, and author of the article “Acceptance”
Acceptance is the universal currency of real friendship. It
allows the other to be the other. It puts no barriers where
life should be. It does not warp or shape or wrench a
person to be anything other than what they are. It simply
opens its arms to hold the weary and opens its heart to
hear the broken and opens its mind to see the invisible.
Then, in the shelter of acceptance, a person can be free to
be even something more.
— A beautiful thought to ponder. —

— In His service,
Migs Percy, Council President

From Pastor Marsha

What do I thank God for? Today is the
yrst day love turned on the A/C at home.
I thank God for inspiring a creative
person to ygure out how to make hot
steamy days bearable. And | pray that

A\

God will inspire me, with the special gifts he gives me, to
daily ynd ways to make life more bearable for many people.

How simple it is to make a difference in another’s day.
Whenever away from St. John on a Sunday | try to worship
in a church that is new to me. This past weekend | did just
that, and found one that has very dynamic worship. | had
the worship times mixed up, so ended up at one and a half
services. One was more traditional; the other more like our
Proclaim! service. In the in-between time | sat at a table in
a quiet corner, looking through some of their literature. It
seemed odd that no one had spoken to me since I’d come
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in. And then some very small children who had been hav-
ing a great time in the open space came and joined me at the
table. AWhy are you here?0 Além visiting today... what are
your names?0 filom Cory, and this is Lily, and over there is
[her twin] Lana.0 AAnd my name is Marsha.0 A few more
exchanges and they were off again. And another young child
arrived and it was much the same.

How joyful, and curious and uninhibited are the very young!
Yes, now | felt welcome. | felt acknowledged. | felt joyful.
And | wondered, can we the inhibited joyfully greet one per-
son who is a stranger and accomplish the same? At church,
or out and about, all people can be acknowledged. All people
matter. No one should feel invisible. God was made visible
in Jesus. Even the Ainvisibled God is visible in us, the filittle
Christs” of the world.

— Joy and peace,
Pastor Marsha



From Pastor David

I knew it was too good to last. This spring,
by some people’s accounts, has been too
cool. I have heard young and old alike
whine for the warmth of summer. | was not
among them. Well, | hope youbre happy;
it’s here, the heat and its lovely traveling
companion, humidity.

I have never been a warm weather guy. On
those days when the dew point is high, |
just wilt, like week-old iceberg lettuce. |
remember as a kid sitting under the only
big tree in our new neighborhood. It was

a huge oak, if memory serves, that sat just
behind Karen Gryttenholmds house. There
were a bunch of us just hanging out, some
literally, from the lower branches, of that
great tree. The younger kids, who would
have normally been out in the streets with
their big wheels, were there too. It was just
too hot to do anything. We couldn’t even go
inside to cool off. In part because we didn’t
have air-conditioning, but mostly because
our mothers wanted us out from underfoot
as the humidity shortened their tolerance of
our shenanigans.

It was one of those days when the heat and
the humidity conspired to zap every ounce
of energy out of everyone, when just the
thought of doing anything physical tuck-
ered you out. | am sure we were whining
about it, just hanging out under that tree,
when a storm front rolled in so fast it
caught us off guard. | know sitting under a
tree at the top of a hill is not the smartest
place to be in a thunderstorm, but as the
rains came and the wind blew, we were not
frightened & we were refreshed! We ran in
the rain, we splashed and slid in the grass.
From the Gryttenholmgs through the Carrés
and into our backyard we were restored!

One second we had been bored senseless,
oppressed by the heat and humidity and sti-
ping air; the next, before our mothers could
holler at us to get inside, the skies opened
up and the wind howled the temperatures
dropped and we were invigorated!

Many of you have joined me on the 90 day
Bible journey. Many have commented that
Genesis and even Exodus were not too bad.
But this last week or so has been a bear
getting through Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy. But even in what seems like
ﬁe oppressive repetition of the law we can

ynd the cool wind of the Spirit blowing. |
found in it the nearly endless reminders of
two things. The yrst is to take a Sabbath!

From the beginning, God reminds us that
we need to take a break. We need time to
just hang out under the oak tree and rest.
There are times when the heat of our day to
day existence and the humidity of our obli-
gations can literally drain the life out of us.
Over and over again the need for us to take
a Sabbath rest is repeated. Some may see
this as just another heavy handed law, but
God does this for us. Jesus reminds us of
this in Mark 22:27 fiThen he said to them,
“The sabbath was made for humankind, and
not humankind for the sabbath; i Granted
Jesus was dealing with those who kept the
Sabbath for the Sabbaths sake, they saw it
as an obligation rather than the gift it was
meant to be. God reminds us over and over
again that the Sabbath is to be kept for our
beneyt. We need that rest because we can-
not enjoy life nor Godos blessings if we are
just zapped. We cannot reach out in love and
do the sometimes very exhausting work of
loving one another if we are too tuckered
out to care.

This brings me to the second thing that is
repeated over and over again. Remember.
Oh, how easy it is to forget in the hustle
and bustle of everyday life all that God

has done and continues to do. We forget so
easily, | think that is why the word “remem-
bero is used so often in these yrst books

of the bible. When things went well, as
they often did for the people of Israel, they
forgot about God. When things were tough
they forgot about the blessings they still

had and they complained against God. Not
much has changed over the years, we ynd
ourselves in the same place time after time.
But into our forgetfulness God comes as we
remember that in the refreshing waters of
our Baptism God has made us His children
in Christ and his steadfast love endures
forever.

May God bless and refresh you as you take
your Sabbath that you might remember and
be invigorated to live your life each day in
His love.

Your sweating brother in Christ,

Er DY

K Meetings &
Greetings

* The Dorcas Circle July

Meeting has been changed to
9:30 a.m., Wednesday, July 22,
at the home of CJ Newmann.

* Thank You to:

- St. John Congregation for
supporting Neenah Creek
School’s used cartridge recy-
cling effort this year.

- Griff Westerman for his
donation of an ice maker for
the downstairs kitchen.

- Gwen Bierman and Sue
Peterson for help sorting and
yling choir music

* Empty Nesters

Wow! we did some good
work the last time we were
together. Here is the schedule
for the next several months:
July 19: Dutch Hollow Club-
house, 3 p.m. for brats and
burgers (furnished); bring

a dish to pass, your own
drinks. Swim if you like;
we’ll maybe even have boat
rides! Hosted by the Exners.
August 30: Jacobson’s Lake
Redstone. Check the August
Evangel for details.
September 13: At Bunny
and Warren Frank’s, Lake
Redstone. 5 p.m.; bring

a dish to pass, your own
drinks.

October 31: Bonyre at
Neumanns (near Lake Red-
stone).

November 15: Dinner at
the Ginza Restaurant in the
Dells.

December: We’ll probably
take a break. There’s enough
going on this month!

This is a real easy-going
group. Come when you can.
We eat, we enjoy our time
together. And yes, we share

our concerns and “solve all

Qhe worldds problems!OJ







